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1,4-dibromo-2,5-bis(decyloxy)benzene (2a)
To a stirred solution of 1a (13.36 g, 34.2 mmol) in dichloromethane (164 mL) bromine (4.40 mL, 85.5 mmol) was added. The mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight.
Saturated aqueous K 2 CO 3 was added. The organic layer was separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted with DCM. The combined organic layers were washed with aqueous solution of saturated sodium metabisulphite (Na 2 S 2 O 5 ), dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 , filtered, and concentrated to yield a light yellow solid (18 g, 96%). 
1,4-dibromo-2,5-bis(2-ethylhexyloxy)benzene (2b)
To a stirred solution of 1b (95 g, 284.1 mmol) in dichloromethane (1360 mL) bromine (37 mL, 7.103 mol) was added. After stirring at room temperature overnight saturated aqueous 
2,5-bis(decyloxy)-4-((trimethylsilyl)ethynyl)benzaldehyde (4a)
To a 
2,5-bis(2-ethylhexyloxy)-4-((trimethylsilyl)ethynyl)benzaldehyde (4b)
To a 50 min deaerated solution of 3b (13.07 g, 29.6 mmol) in diisopropylamine (325 mL)
were added Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 (1.04 g, 1.48 mmol) and CuI (0.17 g, 0.89 mmol). The resulting 
2,5-bis(2-ethylhexyloxy)-4-ethynylbenzaldehyde (5b)
4b (12.99 g, 28.3 mmol) and potassium fluoride (5 g, 58.1 mmol) were added to a solution of methanol (72 mL) and tetrahydrofuran (102 mL). The mixture was protected from light and stirred at room temperature for 3 h. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure, the residue dissolved in toluene and washed with water. The organic layer was dried over Na 2 SO 4 and, after the removal of the solvent, purified by flash chromatography (silica;
hexane:dichloromethane (1:1) as eluent) to yield a dark brown oil (9.9 g, 90%). 
1,4-bis(bromomethyl)-2,5-bis(decyloxy)benzene (6a)
A suspension of 1a (4.84 g, 12.4 mmol), paraformaldehyde (5.2 g, 169 mmol), and NaBr (6.4
g, 62 mmol) in glacial acetic acid (56 ml) was heated at 70°C yielding a clear solution. To this a 1:1 mixture of concentrated sulfuric acid and glacial acetic acid was added dropwise.
The temperature was increased to 90°C and kept for 7 hours. The reaction was allowed to cool to room temperature, the precipitate was filtered off and washed with water several times to a pH of 6 -7. The precipitate was dried under vacuum and re-crystallized from hexane (50 ml) to give a white solid (6.18 g, 87% yield). 
